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than Sivaji. He was a great devotee of Rama and
was considered as an incarnation of Hanuman.
At the age of 12 his marriage was arranged but
Ramadas slipped away from home and went to
Panchavadi on the banks of the river Godavari.
There he did penance for 12 years. During the
next 12 years he went on a pilgrimage all over
India. While he was at Badrinath, he decided to
have renunciation and became a Sannyasi. As he
could accomplish whatever he desired he was
called 'Samartha Ramadas'. He had wonderful
yogic powers. He established his Aasram at
Chabel on the banks of the river Krishna and
spread the gospel ofBhakti.

Most important among his works are the
Ramayana and the Dasabhoda.

Ramadas was the Guru and chief adviser of
Sivaji and urged him to defeat the enemies of
Hinduism. Sivaji placed a palm leaf in the beg-
ging bowl of the Sannyasi Ramadas. In it was
written that Sivaji had made over his kingdom to
him as a gift. Ramadas advised him to act as the
servant of Sri Rama. Sivaji from that day chose
the saffron coloured cloth for his dress. Ramadas
passed away a year after the death of Sivaji.
Sir, kindly tell me about Meera Bai.
MEERA BAI lived from 1547 A.D. to 1614 A.D.
She was the daughter of Raja Ratan Singh of
Khurki in Mewar. Even as a child of four she
began to worship the image ofGiridhara Krishna
brought to her house by a Sannyasi. She regarded
Giridhara Krishna as her husband. But at the
age of eight inspite of her protests she was mar-
ried to Prince Bhoja, son of Maharana Pratap
of Chittoor. In her husband's house a shrine
was built for Giridhara Krishna and  she